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5. The Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor placed before the Senate the
following letter from Sir Praphulla Chandra Ray, Kt., C.I.E.,
Ph.D., D.Sc., F.C.S., Palit Professor of Chemistry, who had been
re- appointed Palit Professor for a further period of five years:

“University College of Science,
Department of Chemistry,

92, Upper Circular Road.
Calcutta, the 1st November, 1922

So



To
The Registrar, Calcutta University,

Dear Sir,

I beg to request you to convey to the Governing Body of the College
of Science my sincere thanks for the extension of my services on full
pay for a period of five years. But as I have completed my 60th year,
| feel | cannot accept any remuneration, and would therefore request
you to utilise my salary from the month of September last onwards
for the furtherance of the department of Chemistry (both generad
and applied), or for such other purpose as the Vice-Chancellor and
the Governing Body may deem fit.

Thanking you again,
Yours truly,
P. C. RAY.
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He said that “the Senate must record its gratitude to Sir P. C. Ray for
the splendid self-sacrifice. On the completion of his sixtieth year, he
tendered his resignation. But the rules provided that his term might be
continued if it was thought necessary that in the interest of research,
he should continue his services to the University. The Governing
Body of the University College of Science was unanimously of the
opinion that he should be asked to extend his term by 5 years more.
This met with the unanimous acceptance of the Senate. When this
was communicated to him, he came forward and said that he should
take no salary and his salary would be applied in furtherance of the
cause of Chemistry, his subject. Nothing could be more dignified.”

He asked the Senate to record its deep gratitude to Sir P. C. Ray.
The motion was carried with acclamation.
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“The last eight years, in truth, have been years of unremittent
struggle; difficulties and obstacles kept springing up like the heads
of the Hydra, each head armed with sharp and often venomous fangs.
A late lamented member of the Syndicate very ably alluded to the
toil of the Syndicate and the Vice-Chancellor as truly Herculean.
The Vice-Chancellor has to exercise two functions to which there
was responsibility attached.

He has to introduce new important measures and he has to guide
the Syndicate to profitable and if possible unanimous resolutions to
be laid before the Senate. He was delighted to see the signs of the
awakening of higher intellectual and scholarly ambitions amongst
our students. ‘ The new spirit’ is abroad amongst us also.”
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“Though much has been done, more remains to be done, and who
knows what the future may bring. | at times truly feel like the care-
worn toiler of the soil, when, on fields first brought under the plough
by him, he at last sees the earliest tender green shoots issue from
the ground. He dwells in remembrance on the long series of hard
labours he had to undergo in order to carry things so far the felling
of trees, the digging out of stubborn roots and stones, the draining
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of marshy soil, the clearing of obstructive weeds, and then finally
the toils of ploughing and sowing. Now, at last, the first fruits of
all this labour begin to show themselves, refreshing his eyes and
gladdening his heart. But yet how much may not intervene before
full fruition is obtained, before, from the delicate emerald shoots
there have risen the serried ranks of rigid ears, each of them proudly
balancing at the top its little treasury of golden grains, and, again,
how much may not happen before all those precious grains have
been safely gathered and stored in barns, ready to supply wholesome
food for the cultivator, for his family, for his tribe. Untimely drought
may wither the young stalks, storms and rain may beat down the
ears, fierce hail may lacerate them, noxious insects may destroy
the ripening grain. The cultivator has done his best; he now stands
helpless; nothing is left to him, but to hope, to pray and to trust. |
repeat, I at times feel like that toiler of the fields.”

I, too, or let me rather say, we too-1 and my helpers-have worked
in the sweat of our brows, have spent laborious days and anxious
nights; we too have hoped for a glorious harvest, a harvest not
palpable but not the less real on that account, a harvest in the fields
of the spirit and the intellect, supplying nourishment which a great
people needs, no less than wholesome material bread, pure water,
a pure atmosphere. We have pre-pared the ground and now see the
first fruit of our labours. But here also how much may not happen
to prevent the full ripening of the harvest. I must admit that when
I recall to memory all the difficulties it gave us such heavy trouble
to overcome, and when I picture to myself in my imagination all
the difficulties that may beset the future path of the University, I
have moments of deep anxiety. The steady opposition which we
had to face is not yet crushed, and it is all the more dangerous
when it chooses to move in the dark. Sympathy has failed us in
quarters where we had a right to demand it, and where we confidently
reckoned on it. But more even than well-defined opposition and
clearly declared want of sympathy, | dread want of fortitude and
energy on the part of those who at the bottom view our efforts
with approbation, | dread that pusillanimity which shrinks at the
first rough collision with determined hostility, that cowardly spirit
of compromise which so often induces the weak man to accept a
fraction of the reward for which he has hitherto contended, while
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one resolute step in advance, one bold thrust of the arm, might have
secured for him the whole glorious prize. All these dangers I vividly
realize, and hence my feelings are sometimes not unlike those of the
husbandman when he sees dark clouds massing on the horizon and
hears the muffled sound of distant thunder. To me also, nothing is
left but to hope, to pray, to trust.

e U8 Mg FEFRANT 2T 9o BfEFe @(ea siftvie (oue
oft @@ Rew ¢ R o afifre @i e 2w [Ree
2 T O 7o @R FifReA Free RS @i et s
4 7O AN Sy AN FReE ek e afefe wrfee ) e
fifes FfeTifc-aa =10 meat 7o) cRfe Fedikk-e s
wF TR @ Y@ ©f 39 2@ I 97Ul fow Ferel WG T
Gl g 2re-Fee Fifeal Ray FresmiiEra o ke FaeE
@F 7 T @RE SR oNew e 7w 9 ke (G Rew
FG FACO 0| SR Bt e HE RuEns Rurs kel bk
fiecel 2ol o6 Sl pIRkE o Fw2 el P AER-Fe Rl
(TR IR WHFold @21 ST FA0e! Wl | W% (ST &SI e [iere
(P2 Sl 20| O (Bl 4qb AP ol e

Ol Sy AR (AFE OFe TR AR G QP ble

23



T ol 9 wee (66! wss S 3l «ffzfS sfma s
e Fier Fiw g WA O’ 7 (@AF (AT 9B S 391 - @
Tfesreeim Row Reafret e an s fom =i 3 Faice)
Iz e Fam e A20E AR @I U002 SN S e
@S 1 OF FrH MES @I dTVIE@ TR AEHE F9© i1 BiF
fate sifw W wifvce el eRAE feet oS iR @ o Ralg
3 I T NG (O I AT IFIE T 3 AAreiEee Afae
1 @B FAEE 217 (A ool Refmsea e e awes
aifsqmrel AR 2mm (=l AN GR [REw 2w SRy

foel| T Al 5y AN OF SCARHIR WA FREE FCER FAO
2l Refimiecs | vt e esir Refimiees A 2@ 7t
B AfG 2= MItTd BIF SROIPICH 7 (ofd 2R it I
FARMCR IMIRE 2R @[ [ew ¢ wifaifa FEew evtice e
(e WRR FIRE (A9 261 RARWeRcs | Wi Siwte @3 ik
AT (PRI IR SNEW FIE SNLF AR G

Wi oFFA 2liferen w2 AEE WA

@2 Tt Aol e @9 @i reT Ferereld ete s R
SiaFAIY HAfeTO 1 Sdy HIGH G R 58 Iy Senia (e 2o’
aFr e ReRmeem SHbica e gl B om o ¢’ B
ToABI R SeTed 0% oF 7w e oidie e 2 gew Pt fiftz-
9 REIEAR G (o FEH TSR | FRIEH RRMIERER Fieeqor @
o famdq «fo) ReRmiew o9 woiRe Fie F99 1 SiaEs wem
o TFe @R I TUiR

2w i3 wr 9 (@) OiF AE SRt WY @R FreiE o ud
JIZe (@ O (@ FoFal fofv =02 sy Srad sfrew o e
NG I G w92 9 SeEsaE Sl 25 [ it Fifelfa
Fac Reie a1 e i fJwir ffq ag sidaeiscTe Kbt comfaeE™
O T 9 @@l [R@e R sAoa#iiow, o@wel @ spReEniag s

29




oo (T 2eA Tivw iR KA ©f Sl il Sifb e TR ©fd
(oM a1 GRB frea T4 (eF | @2 [96! Wi Sereicsd e «few T
N1 @3 FiFlo AT (TS IR FICAGA TR @3 KA ©fF Ol (AF |

S =it wifeey AifR Reifmpiers o1 g qe10e (910312 GTEes At Fifecst
@2 *% ¢ b 92T FACe 2@ 1 @2 #7167 Sl A FOHCo A
Ffer RefRviee s s SRfb 251 G| GIatsa o 2red
T @R KRR (@RI GG ol oo gl Al
e et Wity A S HfSt diw 2@ R
I 2ARBEI 7Y A | Get ¢ Fiferre vy v W
efemm W ey 2@ e efwiser T SR daw 2w
TABIY | ©H0ed STSd (TIEE AR 200 SN I GIC0ed
ToloifS | I HRF FFFIET NS (STAIEE 2o (@391

93 A ORI ~Aiferes 6 wr et «afe) «3 i Rl
ToAB forel S SIeTSIT JCRAIAG |

2349. Read a letter from Mr. T. Palit, Bar-at-Law, forwarding a
draft of the Deed of Endowment he proposes to execute in favour
of the Calcutta University, which ran as follows:

36, Baliganj Circular Road,
14th June, 1912.
To
The VICE-CHANCELLOR,
Calcutta University
Dear Mr. Vice-Chancellor,

| enclose herewith a draft of the Deed of Endowment which | propose
to execute in favour of the University.

Regard being bad to my health, it is very desirable that the Deed
should be executed without any delay, and, if possible, tomorrow
evening.

Yours truly,
T. PALIT

[Source: Syndicate Meeting No.22, June 15, 1912, Item No.2349, Acc.
No.GS92]
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Senate Meeting No.7, June 22, 1912

2350. The Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor referring to the princely
donation of Mr. Taraknath Palit, addressed the Senate as follows:

Gentlemen,

It is under circumstances of a very exceptional character that this
meeting has been convened upon a much shorter notice than is
prescribed as the ordinary rule by the Regulations of the University.
I feel confident that the course I have adopted will meet with your
full concurrence, because we are all equally anxious to express our
gratitude for what must be described as an event unique in the
annals of this University. Mr. Taraknath Palit has made over to the
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University, property worth more than seven lacs of Rupees for the
foundation of two Professorships, one of Chemistry and the other
of Physics, and for the establishment of a University Laboratory.
The University has been in the past recipient of munificient gifts
from men whose generosity has made their names household words
amongst our people. In 1866, Premchand Roychand, that prince of
Bombay merchants whose portrait now adorns our walls, made over
to the University two lacs of Rupees, to be devoted to someone large
object or to a portion of some large object for which the sum might
in itself be insufficient. In 1868, Prasanna Coomar Tagor, one of the
most distinguished Indian lawyers of the last century, whose statue
is one of the ornaments of the Senate House, left to the University
three lacs of Rupees for the foundation of a Chair of Law. Many
years later, Guruprasanna Ghosh, a scion of one of the best-known
families of Calcutta, left to the University two lacs of Rupees for the
training of young men abroad in the Arts, Sciences and Industries of
Europe, America or Japan. Finally, it is now only four years ago that
the Mahargja of Darbhanga made a gift of two and a half lacs for the
erection of a suitable building for the University Library. These and
others who have contributed smaller sums are benefactors of whom
we may legitimately be proud; but Mr. Taraknath Palit, by a single
stroke of the pen, has surpassed them all and has placed himself
absolutely at the head of the benefactors of Indian Universities. His is
the largest single gift by a private individual to an Indian University
for the advancement of learning and, you will not, therefore, be
surprised to hear that one of best European friends of our people,
when apprised of the gift, stated that all who have the welfare not
of the University only but of Bengal and of India at heart, ought to
be grateful to Taraknath Palit.

Mr. Palit has made over to the University about 12 bighas of land
and a building, valued at two and a half lacs, and about four lacs
sixty thousand rupees in cash. Out of the income derivable from
the sum, which will be suitably invested, two Chairs are to be
maintained, one. for Physics and the other for Chemistry upon the
land which lies at a short distance from the Senate House. The
University is required to erect and equip a laboratory at a cost of
not less than two and a half lacs of rupees, and to maintain it in a
state of efficiency. We are able to supplement the munificent gift of
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Mr. Palit by two and a half lacs from our Reserve Fund. The total
amount available, consequently, for this great undertaking is a little
over nine and a half lacs. We are thus in a position to take the first
step towards the foundation of a University College of Science and
Technology, which will mark an era in the History of education in
this country.

The Founder states expressly in the trust-deed, which has aready
been executed and registered, that as his object is the promotion and
diffusion of scientific and technical education and the cultivation and
advancement of science, pure and applied, amongst his countrymen
by and through indigenous agency, the Chairs founded by him
shall always be filled by Indians; but the Professor-elect may, in
the discretion of the Governing Body, be required to receive special
training abroad before he enters upon the discharge of the duties
of his office; he will, during this period, be in receipt of suitable
allowance and travelling expenses which will be deemed part of the
cost of maintenance of the Chair.

The Governing Body of the College of Science will consist of the
Vice-Chancellor as Ex-officio President, the Director of Public
Instruction, Bengal, the Dean of the Faculty of Science, the Dean
of the Faculty of Engineering, four members of the University
annually elected by the Senate (two of whom at least shall be
representatives of Calcutta Colleges under Indian management and
affiliated in Science), four other Members to be nominated every
three years by the Founder and after his death by his representatives,
and finally two representatives of the Professorial staff, to be elected
by them annually from amongst themselves. The Founder has already
nominated on the Governing Body as his first representatives, Mr.
Lokendranath Palit, District and Session Judge, Mr. S. P. Sinha,
Barrister-at-Law, Mr. B. K. Mallik, Legal Remembrancer to the
Government of Bihar and Orissa, and Dr Nilratan Sircar. The
Founder has further provided in the trust-deed that the present Vice-
Chancellor, if he has not otherwise a seat on the Board, shall always
be one of the four nominees of the Founder. The Professors will
be nominated by the Governing Body, but the ultimate appointment
will rest as required by the University Regulations, with the Senate,
subject to the sanction of the Governor-General in Council.
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The duty of the Professors will be to carry on original research with
a view to extend the bounds of knowledge and to stimulate and guide
research by advanced students. As an essential preparation for this
purpose, it will also be the duty of the Professors to arrange for the
instruction of students for the Degrees of Doctor of Science, Master
of Science and Bachelor of Science with Honours.

The trust-deed also provides that if the income of the endowed
properties should exceed the amount required for the maintenance
of the Chairs, the surplus may be applied in payment of scholarships
or stipends to advanced students to enable them to carry on research
or investigation.

This, then, is the primary object of the endowment, and to emphasise
it, the trust-deed authorises the Governing Body to admit into the
laboratory students exceptionally qualified in any of the subjects of
study even though they be not graduates or under-graduates of any
University.

I have sketched in brief outline the principal conditions upon which
the endowment, has been created, and it must now be obvious to
the most superficial observer that the University is about to take a
momentous step in the history of its development. I trust I shall
be forgiven if I urge each and every Member of the Senate to
realise to the fullest extent the grave responsibility we are about to
undertake. The establishment of the University College of Science
for purposes of higher study and research will tax our energies and
resources to the utmost; we must all, individually and collectively,
exert ourselves for the success of this great cause, and make the
Institution worthy of the Founder and worthy of our reputation.
Let us fervently hope that the noble example set by our benefactor
will inspire others to emulate his liberality and thus to crown our
efforts with speedy and unqualified success. I now move for your
acceptance the recommendations of the Syndicate:

(1) That the munificent donation of Mr. Palit be accepted with thanks
on the terms mentioned in the trust-deed.

(2) That two Professorships he instituted, one to be called the
Taraknath Palit Professorship of Chemistry, and the other the
Taraknath Palit Professorship of Physics.
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(3) That on the land given to the University by Mr. Palit a University
Laboratory be erected, to be called the Taraknath Palit Laboratory.

Khan Bahadur Muhammud Yusoof seconded the motion.

Mr. James in speaking to the motion said that he supported it with
the liveliest feelings of satisfaction. This satisfaction was the greater
in that Mr. Palit's noble liberality, a liberality unparaleled in the
history of any Indian University, not of Calcutta only had falsified for
once the saying of Lord Bacon that the works of greatest merit for
the public have proceed from unmarried or childless men. Mr. Palit,
he understood, had both children and grandchildren, all the more
honour to him and to them. The speaker congratulated the University
and congratulated the Vice-Chancellor personally for the large share
he had had in bringing about this great and notable achievement.

Mr. J. R. Banerjee also spoke in support of the motion. He said
that their grateful thanks were due to Mr. Palit for his munificent
donation which had rendered it possible for the Senate to launch out
a scheme for the realisation of the great idea of starting a teaching
University. He was sure that Dr. P. C. Ray, when he made that
fervent appeal in the Senate a few months ago for Professorial Chairs
in Chemistry and Physics, never expected that his appeal would meet
with such prompt and sympathetic a response, not from Government
but from a private individual, who was hitherto unconnected with
the University, but who would henceforth be ranked as its foremost
benefactor. Dr. Ray would therefore be immensely gratified when
the news of Mr. Palit’'s donation would reach him and when he
would come to know of the scheme proposed by the Syndicate for
starting a University College of Science. The speaker concluded his
remarks by saying that he had not the least doubt that under the able
guidance of the Vice- Chancellor the scheme would be promptly and
most satisfactorily carried out and that it would be a great success.

The motion was then formally put to the meeting by the Hon’ble
the Vice-Chancellor and was carried by acclamation.

[Source: Senate Meeting No.7, June 22, 1912, Item No.2350, Acc. No.GS92]
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“We are thus in a position to take the first step towards the foundation
of a University College of Science and Technology, which will mark
an era in the History of education in this country.”
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“it is hereby agreed and declared between and by the said parties
to these presents that the said University shall hold the said endowed
properties specified in the said first second and third Schedules hereto
on the conditions and upon the Trusts....

(1) That the said University shall found two Professorships or
Chairs one of Chemistry and the other of Physics and apply the
entire income of the said properties set out in the second, and third
Schedules hereto or so much thereof as they may deem necessary
to and towards the maintenance of the said two Chairs and that in
the event of the said entire income being found insufficient for the
purpose the said University shall make such a recurring grant or
contribution as will supplement such deficiency.
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(IN)-That the Founder’s object being the promotion and diffusion of
Scientific and Technical Education and the cultivation and advancement
of Science Pure and Applied amongst his countrymen by and through
indigenous agency such Chairs shall always be filled by Indians
(that is persons born of Indian parents as contradistinguished from
persons who are called Statutory Natives of India) to be elected by
the Governing Body hereinbefore as also hereinafter mentioned who
may in their discretion require a Professor-elect to receive special
training abroad before he enters upon the discharge of the duties
of his Office and who may give such Professor-elect during such
period of his training abroad such allowance including travelling
expenses as may in each case be determined by the said Governing
Body such allowance being considered as part of the maintenance
expenses of the Chair or Chairs.

(IIT) That in connection with the said two Chairs the said University
shall from its own fund provide suitable Lecture-Rooms Libraries
Museums Laboratories Workshops and other facilities for teaching
and research and that it shall, out of its own funds earmark and set
apart a sum of two lacs and fifty thousand rupees and apply the same
to and towards the construction on the site of the said premises No.
92 Upper Circular Road (described in the said first Schedule hereto)
of permanent and substantial structures and their proper and adequate
equipment as such Lecture-Rooms Libraries Museums Laboratories
Workshops etc. as aforesaid.”

[Source: Minutes of the Syndicate No.16, 4 May 1912, Archive Acc.
No.GS92]

rree wiftg I 92 {6 3o et “That it shall be the duty of the
Professors (1) to carry on original research with a view to extend
the bounds of knowledge, (2) to stimulate and guide research by
advanced students and as an essential preparation for this purpose,
(3) to arrange for the adequate instruction of students for the Degrees
of Bachelor of Science with Honours, Master of Science and Doctor
of Science and also of other students who may be exceptionaly
qualified in any of the subjects of study though they may not be even
undergraduates of any University provided that they be recommended
by the said Governing Body.”
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“The Government of India is no doubt aware that in the course of
the last six months, Mr. T. Palit, Bar-at-law, has made over to the
University a princely gift of money and property of the aggregate
value of nearly fifteen lakhs of Rupees for the purpose of founding
a College of Science and for the general improvement of scientific
and technical education. Under the terms of the deeds of gift, the
University is bound to maintain, from the income of the endowment,
a Chair of Physics and a Chair of Chemistry and to institute a
scholarship to be awarded to a distinguished graduate for the study of
Science in a foreign country; the university is also bound to establish
a laboratory for advanced teaching and research and to contribute
towards this object at least two and a half lakhs of Rupees out of
its own funds. But this sum is quite inadequate for the establishment
of a laboratory of the kind contemplated. The Vice- Chancellor
and the Syndicate are anxious that the fullest advantage should be
taken of this unique opportunity to establish a residential College
of Science in Calcutta, and it appears to them that if the necessary
funds are available, the object can be speedily accomplished without
any difficulty. The properties vested in the University by Mr. Palit
include, among others, two fine plots of land, one of 12 bighas and
the other of 25 bighas in area. On the bigger plot, there are two
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splendid three-storied houses, recently built, which are admirably
suited to accommodate 200 students.

If, therefore, adequate funds were forthcoming to erect and equip
the requisite laboratories and Professors’ quarters on this plot, a
Residential College could be set up in working order in the course
of a year. The estimated cost of the project amounts to fifteen lakhs
of rupees, and the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate do not hesitate
to ask the Government of India for a grant to the University of
this sum. The gift of Mr. Palit is absolutely unique in the History
of University education in this country, and they feel sure that the
Government of India will be glad to supplement it by at least an
equal amount to enable the University to carry out the scheme in its
entirety, specially in view of the fact that the University has already
agreed to contribute two and a half lakhs out of its own very limited
savings. I am desired to add that a sympathetic and generous attitude
on the part of the Government of India towards the object which Mr.
Palit had at heart, cannot fail greatly to influence public sentiment
and may not improbably induce other wealthy gentlemen to found
similar endowments for the encouragement of higher teaching.”

M AARYA AT AN AEF WA

ME oY Ao witd FA M IR QT SAco | FReE
fofa fRmfimsicm GG @ e orEr e 3 oime wedfd SR
R s afovr Fiw a1 qifeet a1 g3k e afie aem s
AR FACO |

Sir Rash Behari Ghose

Dl



2939 AEH 5T WIeoa Fiferwcsa fiftk-a i Siwtem JAE @5
BF on T Ter Rpair w1 BT Fedees e amtgd
) % w3 aw-

“40, Theatre Road,
Calcutta, The 8th August, 1913.

My Dear Sir Ashutosh,

For some time past, it has been my desire to place at the disposal of
my University a substantial sum for the promotion of Scientific and
Technological Education and for the Cultivation and Advancement
of Science, Pure and Applied, amongst my countrymen by and
through indigenous agency. I have now decided to make over to
the University a sum of ten lacs of Rupees, in furtherance of the
University College of Science, as projected by you with the sanction
of the Senate, and my gift to the University will be made on the
following conditions:

First-That the sum be invested in, such approved securities as would
produce an income, whenever practicable, of four percent per annum.

Second-That four University Professorships or Chairs be established,
one for each of the following subjects:

(@) Applied Mathematics.

(b) Physics.

(c) Chemistry.

(d) Botany, with special reference to Agriculture.

Third— That the Chairs mentioned be always filled by Indians
(that is, persons born of Indian parents as contradistinguished from
persons who are called Statutory Natives of India).

Fourth— That the salary of each professor be, as nearly as possible,
a sum of six thousand rupees annually, to be paid out of the income
of the fund; but that it be open to the Senate to supplement such
sum from the University or other funds at their disposal from time
to time.

Fifth— That the appointment to the Chairs be made by the Senate
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upon the nomination of the Board to be constituted as stated
hereinafter, and the power of removal of Professors by the Senate,
if occasion should ever arise, be exercised only after the matter has
been considered by the said Board.

Sixth— That every person elected to one of these Chairs, whether he
has been educated in this country or elsewhere, may, in the discretion
of the Senate, be required, before he enters upon the execution of
the duties of his office, to receive special training, during a period of
not less than one year and not more than two years, under specialists
in Europe, America, Japan or such other place outside India, as
the Senate may, in each instance, upon the recommendation of the
Board, determine and that during such period the Professor-elect be
paid, from the income of the fund, such allowance as the Senate
may, upon the recommendation of the Board, determine, so as to
enable him to receive a thorough theoretical and practical training
in his special subject.

Seventh— That it be the duty of each Professor

(a) to carry on original research in his special subject with a view to
extend the bounds of knowledge, and to improve, by the application
of his researches, the Arts, Industries, Manufactures and Agriculture
of this country.

(5) to stimulate and guide research by advanced students, and,
generally, to assist them in post-graduate work, so as to foster the
growth of real learning amongst our young men.

Eighth— That eight studentships be founded, each of the annual
value of nine hundred rupees, to be paid out of the income of the
fund; that such studentships be annually awarded by the Syndicate,
on the recommendation of the Board, to distinguished graduates
who, have taken the Degree of Master in the Faculty of Arts or
the Faculty of Science; and that two Students be attached to each
Professor, to carry on investigation under his guidance and generally
to assist him in his work of original research.

Ninth— That a graduate who has been elected a Student for any
year be eligible for re-election, if his work has been satisfactory,
and the Senate may, in their discretion, supplement the stipend
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payable to any Student, from the University or other funds at their
disposal; provided, nevertheless, that a graduate elected to one of
these studentships shall devote himself exclusively to research in his
specia subject, and shall not, so long as he holds the studentship,
engage in the study of Law or any other branch of professional
knowledge.

Tenth— That, subject to the general principles outlined above,
the mode of appointment of Professors, the terms and conditions
under which they are to hold office, and the manner in which they
are to discharge their duties, as also the conditions on which the
studentships shall be awarded, retained, and renewed, be determined
by Rules to be framed by the Senate in that behalf, from time to
time, upon the recommendation of the Board.

Eleventh— That the Senate do, on the recommendation of the Board,
make adequate provision for Laboratories, Museums, Workshops,
Appliances and all other requisites, essential for the due discharge
of their duties by the Professor and for original investigation by the
Professors and the Students attached to them.

Twelfth— That whatever balance may remain out of the annual
income of the fund, after payment of the salaries and alowances
of the Professors and the stipends of the Research Students, as
provided above, be, on the recommendation of the Board, applied
in the equipment and maintenance of the Laboratories and Museums,
in so far as such equipment and maintenance may be necessary for
the accomplishment of the work undertaken by the Professors, the
Students attached to, them, and other advanced pupils, if any.

Thirteenth— That the Board mentioned above do consists of the
following persons, namely:

1. The Vice-Chancellor of the University as Ex-officio President.
2. The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal.

3. The Head of the Faculty of Science of the University.

4. The Dean of the Faculty of Engineering of the University.

5-8. The Professors of Applied Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry
and Botany (appointed as provided above).
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9-12. Four Members of the University, to be annually elected by the
Senate, two of whom at least shall be representatives of Calcutta
Colleges under Indian management affiliated in Science to the
University.

13-15. Three nominees of the Founder, namely.

(a) The Hon’ble Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, Kt., G.S.I., D.Sc., D.L.
(h) Professor Prafullachandra Ray, C.I.E., Ph.D., D.Sc.

(c) The Hon’ble Babu Mahendranath Ray, M.A., B.L.

These Nominees of the Founder are and each of them is authorised
to nominate his or their successor or successors, and the power
of nominating a successor or successors shall be inherent in every
original or derivative nominee of the Founder.

The proceeding of the “Board” so constituted shall be laid before
and may be revised by the Syndicate.

This is an outline of the scheme I have in my mind, and I trust,
you will exert yourself to the utmost so that my long-cherished
ambition to promote Scientific and Technical Education amongst
my countrymen may be speedily realised. As soon as you send me
intimation that the Senate is willing to accept the proposed gift on
the conditions mentioned, | shall send you a cheque for ten lacs of
Rupees.

Believe me,

Yours Sincerely,

RASHBEHARY GHOSE.”

[Source: Syndicate Meeting No.6, August 9, 1913, Acc. No.GS720]
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Gentlemen,

I do not use the language of mere convention when I state that
| regard it as a special good fortune to be in a position to place
before you for acceptance the recommendation of the Syndicate. A
little more than twelve months ago, on the 22nd June, 1912, when
it was my privilege to announce to my colleagues on the Senate the
munificent donation of Sir Taraknath Palit for the foundation of two
Professorships of Physics and Chemistry and for the establishment
of a University Laboratory, I ventured to express the hope that
the benefaction then before us might not be the last of its kind.
A few months later, | had the pleasure to announce to you that
Sir Taraknath Palit had supplemented his noble gift, and had thus
rendered it easier for us to attain speedy and unqualified success in
the achievement of our great task of the foundation of a University
College of Science. It is now my privilege to ask my colleagues
to accord their sanction to the acceptance of the magnificent offer,
of one of the most, illustrious Members of this University, to place
at our disposal ten lacs of rupees in cash in furtherance of the
University College of Science. Dr. Rashbehary Ghose is no stranger
to us, he has been one of us for more than half a century. He entered
the University as an under-graduate in 1860, and his academic career
presents a uniform record of unusual brilliancy. For more than thirty-
five years, his name has added lustre to the long roll of our Ordinary
Fellows. The University has always been justly proud of the many
achievements of one of the most gifted and accomplished of her
sons. What member of the University is there, who has not cherished
with pride and satisfaction the many remarkable successes of Dr.
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Rashbehary Ghose in varied fields of activity, as a Scholar, as an
Advocate, as a Legislator, as a leader of his educated countrymen,
and last but not least, as a benefactor of his fellow beings. But,
of all his achievements; unquestionably the greatest is his princely
offer for the promotion of scientific education, which will evoke
the lasting gratitude of successive generations of Indian students; no
other work accomplished by him has furnished in an equal degree
incontestable proof of his massive intellect, his strength of character
and his generosity of heart. The scheme outlined in his letter will
enable us to create at once four new University Professorships, one
for Applied Mathematics, one for Physics, one for Chemistry and
one for Botany, with special reference to agriculture. Wo shall thus
be able to secure the services of four investigators whose life-long
duty will be to carry on original research, with a view to extend
the bounds of knowledge, to improve by the application of their
researches the Arts, Industries, Manufactures and Agriculture of this
country, and to stimulate and guide research by advanced students
as to foster the growth of real learning amongst our young men and
thereby to secure a perpetual succession of qualified investigators.
Provision is also made for the payment of stipends to distinguished
graduates engaged in research and investigation under the guidance
of the University Professors. The Balance of the income of the
fund is to be applied in the maintenance of the Laboratory in
which the Professors and their advanced students will carry on their
investigations. The scheme thus outlined, you will observe, fits in
admirably with the scheme for the establishment of the University
College of Science as determined by the Senate when the gift by
Sir Tarakath Palit was accepted.

We shall have now six University Professorships attached to the
College of Science. One of the Professors will devote himself
exclusively to the study and development of Applied Mathematics
or Mathematical Physics, inclusive of subjects like Capillarity,
Elasticity, Vibrations, and Molecular Dynamics, which lie at the
very foundation of Physical and Chemical Science. Two Professors,
again, one of the foundation of Sir Taraknath Palit and the other on
the foundation of Dr. Rashbehary Ghose will devote themselves to
the study and advancement of Physical Science, which presents an
ever- expanding field of investigation. Two other Professors, again,
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one on the foundation of Sir Taraknath Palit, and the other on the
foundation of Dr. Rashbehary Ghose, will devote themselves to
study and investigation in the boundless field of modern Chemical
Science. Finally, for the present-and for the present only, | hope- one
Professor on the foundation of Dr. Rashbehary Ghose will devote
himself to study and investigation in the field of Botanical Science
with specia reference to Agriculture. It will thus be patent to the
most superficial observer that the University College of Science,
which the Senate resolved to establish last year in connection with
the endowment of Sir- Taraknath Palit, has, by the magnificent gift
of Dr. Rashbehary Ghose, been placed on a solid foundation, and
that circumstances, however adverse they may be, will never be
able to interrupt the continuous progress and development of the
Institution.....

Gentlemen, before I resume my seat, let me go back to one sentence
in the letter of Dr. Rashbehary Ghose to which I shall take the liberty
to invite your attention. In the concluding paragraph of the letter, the
illustrious, Founder charges me with the duty of exerting myself to
the utmost, so that his long-cherished ambition to promote Scientific
and Technical Education amongst our countrymen may be speedily
realised. To me personally, it is a matter of supreme satisfaction to
receive from the hands of my Master this great gift for the benefit
of our common Alma Mater.

But this injunction is, I take it, intended by the Founder to be
addressed through me, to all his colleagues of the Senate, and |
urge on each and every one of the Members of this University,
individually and collectively, to exert themselves for the success
of this great cause by all legitimate means in their power. | now
move for your acceptance the recommendation of the Syndicate that
the magnificent offer made by Dr. Rashbehary Ghose, be gratefully
accepted on the conditions named in his letter.”

[Senate Meeting No.13, 16 August 1913]
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“The gift is startling even if it were only for the magnitude of it.
It equals, if it does not indeed surpass, al the benefactions that
have been made to British Universities- apart of course from the
gift of the millionaire, Mr. Carnegie, to the Scottish Universities.
It surpasses, if I remember rightly, the gifts of Lord Strathcona
and Lord Mount Stephen to Aberdeen University. But the most
interesting points about it are these: There has been-I think I may
make bold to say--some scepticism in many English people, some
inclination to be sarcastic with regard to the existence of any public
spirit of beneficence and self-sacrifice for public interests among
Indian people. But such disinterested benefactions as those of Sir
Taraknath Palit and Dr. Ghose must dispel such scepticism. And we
may now go further and reasonably expect that the example thus
nobly set will find many imitators, and that other departments of
learning will soon find their patrons.

And further, such benefactions give a national character to the
University and will do much to dispel another misunderstanding
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which I know does exist. We not unfrequently find it alleged or
implied that the University with the modern education which it
cultivates is a foreign and exotic plants transplanted to a strange
and uncongenia soil in which it can take no deep root, nor lead
any healthy life that it is like a branch grafted on a tree of different
species which can undergo no further development and bear no fruit;
and that the Government made a grave mistake when it grafted this
of a foreign tree branch on the Indian stock. The development of
the Indian mind ceased, it seems to be thought, 3,000 years ago,
and thereafter it became effete. If it is still capable of culture, it is
only in the ling of the old culture of the Upanishads and Shutras,
it is incapable of assimilating modern thought. | am sure | am not
exaggerating when | say that this opinion is still widely spread,
and that it is given expression to from time to time in many a
London newspaper of supposed light and leading. Now what I mean
to say is that one effect of such benefaction must be to dispel this
misunderstanding and open the eyes of many European people to
this fact, that the Indian people are earnest with their education,
and make it evident that the Indian Universities are not languishing
exotic plants, but have taken healthy root in the soil and are growing
and bearing fruit.

They must convince all that the Bengal University is of a truly
national character. It is true that it has indeed been introduced from
abroad by the fostering hand of Government, but the soil has proved
congenial to the plant, and it can now be seen to be fully naturalised
in the country, and to be rapidly becoming independent of its foster
parent, the Government of India, and the Government must be proud
to find that its enterprise, often thought so rash, has been so fully
justified by results.

And further, still another great gain is brought within easy reach by
such benefaction as these most well-wishers regret the necessity to
which the youth of India are subject, of resorting to foreign countries
to complete their education; and that study in a distant land is still
thought necessary before admission into the higher services. Indeed,
one is inclined to think that the necessity has been already obviated
in some departments. | cannot help thinking that the Medical College
here is at least as well adapted for the training of Indian medical
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men as any British Medical School. And for that matter, I doubt if
the available training in the Arts is much inferior. But the need for
higher training in Europe is still strongly felt in those very subjects
which have now been provided for by the benefactions of Sir T.
Palit and Dr. Ghose and one great result will be that, before long,
this necessity will no longer exist. This together with the truly
independent and national character towards which the University is
being brought nearer and nearer, are among the advantages of this
remarkable gift. I have therefore the greatest satisfaction in further
supporting the motion.”

[Senate Meeting No.13, 16 August 1913]
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1. Read the following letter from Sir Rashbebary Ghose, Kt., C.S.1.,
M.A., D.L., Ph.D., making the generous offer of being at the disposal
of the University a further sum of Rs. 11,43,000 for promotion of
Technological instruction and research.

“SANS SoucCr’
Alipore, Calcutta,
The 22nd December, 1919.

The HON’BLE SIR. NILRATAN SIRCAR, Kt., M.A, M.D,
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University.
Dear Sir,

About six years ago I made over to the University ten lakhs of rupees
in the hands of the University College of Science for the promotion
of Scientific and Technical Education and for the cultivation and
advancement of science, Pure and Applied, amongst my countrymen.
I understand that although the sum has enabled the University to
arrange for instruction and research of Pure Science, the University
has not been able, from lack of funds, to make a similar advance in
Applied Science. I have accordingly decided to place at the disposal
of the University a further sum, namely three and a half percent
Government Securities tor Rs. 11,43,000, which will produce an
annual income of Rs. 40,005, to be applied exclusively for purposes
of Technological instruction and research.
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This sum will be held by the University as an integral part of the
original gift, and all the conditions mentioned in my letter of the
8th August 1913, shall apply, subject to the following modifications:

First: That two new University Professorships or Chairs (in all
respects subject to the same conditions as mentioned in my letter
of the 8th Aug 1913) be established, one for each of the following
subjects:

(e) Applied Chemistry.
(f) Applied Physics.

Note—By ‘Applied Chemistry’, I mean one or more of the following
subjects, as suggested in the report of the Calcutta University
Commission Colour Chemistry, preparation of dyes, drugs and
photographic Chemicals, tanning, fermentation, gas and coal-tar
industries and oil industry, or such other subject or subjects as may
from time to time be determined by the Board of Management.

By ‘Applied -Physics’, I mean one or more of the following subjects
suggested in the report of the Calcutta University Commission:
Electrotechnology, Applied Thermodynamics and the Standardisation
Instruments, or such other subject or subjects as may from time to
time be determined by the Board of Management.

Secondly: That four additional studentships (in all respects like as
mentioned in my letter of the 8th August, 1913) be established, two
students to be attached to each of the Professors mentioned above.

Thirdly: That the balance which will remain out of the annual income

of the fund, which is likely to exceed Rs. 24,000, after payment
of salaries of the Professors and studentships, should be applied to
equipment and maintenance of the necessary Laboratories, Museums,
Workshops, the adequate provision for which is absolutely necessary,
for which sufficient money might not be available from other funds
at disposal of the University.

Fourthly: That the Board of Management to include the Professors
of Applied Chemistry and Applied Physics in the same way as the
other four Professors mentioned in my letter of the 8th August,
1913.
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On receipt of intimation that the Senate has accepted my offer, I
arrange for the transfer of the securities to the University.

Yours truly,
RASHBEHABY GHOSE
[Source: Syndicate meeting No.57, December 23, 1919]

EIfe fifk-a s IREd @R 93 e Fow fire azd T4 2@
[ Prae (6q W GR O TRA 2fS TG TR Sy TSI
My FifE [eiR veE oF 39 @ I THFE 39 1 G2
(Z O 480N UM ST Wrovy T ABVIE A Al 2|

ME AR AT qAT A o @s carce [oas

o300 WER e FregEd e fft-a wnveice e
TGoAGoa Ty IFRQA (@F I TGHF A ©, B @F @ieEd
e T @l =3 Brae @2 799- “Read a letter from the

Secretary to the Government of India, Dept. of Education, conveying
sanction of the Government of India to the appointment of Dr.
Phanindranath Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D., as Sir Rashbehary Ghose
Professor of Applied Physics.”

[Soure: Syndicate meeting No.49, November 25, 1920, Acc. No.G$433]

@3 fePE NSTE 21 dvx0 AER SeN T Sapioe Tarme
@ 92 AW @M FEA1 9T HEE 92 A WS SR R[owes
qeTF 2Efs @9 @R @R T MR w[ke FEE @F @
O MICAGEEsE Q0 fBrmEEe fifti-q 3 [REy [awdir & o
4 211

“Read a letter from Dr. Phanindranath Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D., Sir
Rashehary Ghose Professor of Applied Physics, on the subject of his

deputation to England and America to enable him to visit important
centres of Technological Studies in those countries.”

@I Pr® 28 @ “That the Board recommend to the Syndicate
that the Senate be moved to sanction the deputation of Prof.
Phanindranath Ghosh for two years, with full pay, to enable him to
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work under specialistsin Europe and America, and, that an additional
sum of Rs. 3,000 be placed at his disposal to cover travelling and
all incidental charges.”
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Section I. Technology as a branch of university studies- (1-2) A
modern university, especially one in a great industrial and commercial
city like Calcutta, should include applied science and technology in
its courses of study and award degrees and diplomas in those subjects.
Such developments of university training are especially needed in
India. (3) The decision of the University to enlarge its work in this
direction was approved and confirmed by the great majority of our
witnesses. (4) The consequence of advanced technological training
by the University will have a beneficial effect upon the outlook of the
secondary schools. University developments of higher technological
training should be associated with corresponding changes in the
course of study in high schools and with the provision of practical
training in the proposed intermediate colleges. Hence the need for a
Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education able to promote and
encourage changes in the courses and equipment of the high schools
and for intermediate colleges in preparation for what is projected in
the more advanced stage at the University.

Section Il. Technological departments proposed for Calcutta
University. Comments on draft regulations (5) The action of the
University of Calcutta in developing courses of technological training
most largely depends upon financial support Received from private
benefactors, from the industries concerned, and from the Government.
(6--7) It is undesirable therefore at this stage to define exactly the
higher technological developments (other than those of agriculture,
mining, architecture and engineering) which the University should
endeavour to establish. But prima facie Calcutta is a suitable
centre for the advanced training of students capable of meeting the
requirements of (i) the leather industries, (ii) the chemical industries
(including those concerned with the manufacture of dyes), (iii) the
oil and fat industries, (iv) some branches of the textile industry.
Enumeration of the branches of applied science in which inter aia
the University should provide courses of instruction and facilities for
research. (8) At Dacca, the University should not, in the first instance
at any rate, attempt higher technological training, but the work of
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scientific investigation in its laboratories should be carefully brought
into association, with that of investigations in cognate subjects at
Calcutta and elsewhere. (9) The function of a university in meeting
the intellectual needs of the industrial and commercial world may
be combined, with benefit to the whole of its intellectual life and
civic outlook, with the maintenance of the older aims of university
work. (10) In the technological departments an essential thing is to
develop the technical sense of the students. (11) This involves the
employment of a staff of teachers combining scientific knowledge
with practical experience, the provision of costly equipment in
the laboratories and workshops of the University, and friendly
relations between the heads of the technological departments and
the industrial firms, in order that the students may have opportunities
for getting practical experience and may find access to employment.
The building up of these conditions will be a slow process, and
therefore the development of advanced technological training at the
University should be undertaken with deliberation and caution. (12)
The industrial outlook in India is full of promise for technological
training. (13) Observations on the draft regulations of the Senate of
Calcutta University (1918) for examinations and degrees in certain
technological subjects. (14) Location recommended for the new
technological departments of the University. Co-operation with the
proposed Calcutta Technological Institute. (16) The question of a
separate faculty.

Section III. Advisory committees; departmental workshops; advanced
technological study abroad (16) The value of an advisory committee,
including members with industrial experience and representatives of,
the scientific staff and administrative authorities of the University,
attached to each technological department (17) Honours and pass
courses in technological subjects: degree and diploma courses. (18)
Clear definition of the aim of each technological course desirable.
(19) Need for securing opportunities for practical experience under
conditions as part of a technological course. (20) Limitations of
the practical training which the University can give in workshops
attached to its own technological departments. Provision of plant. (21)
Technological scholarships held abroad: the difficulty experienced
by some of the students in finding employment on their return to
India in the industry for which they have been trained shows the
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need for caution in developing technological departments in Indian
universities under the conditions hitherto prevailing, though these
may change. (22) Analysis of the present occupations of Indian
students trained in the technological departments of the Leeds
University as showing that industry in India does not yet absorb all
technologically trained recruits, but that technological training, has
educational value as a preparation for other responsible positions.

Section IV. Professors of technology and private consultant practice-
(23-24) Desirability of allowing professors of technological subjects
to engage in private consultant practice so far as is consistent with
their obligations to the University. (25) Relations of the Government
of Bengal to technological education in its various grades. (26) The
help and guidance which may be given by the Government of India
in the wise development of advanced technological training and
research at the various centres in India best adapted for the purpose,
and in encouraging cooperation among scientific investigations in
different institutions. (27) Our concurrence in the views of the Indian
Industrial Commission on this matter.

[Source: Report of Calcutta University Commission, 1917-19, Vol-V,
Part-1l, Recommendations of the Commission, Chapters XLVIII,
TRAINING IN TECHNOLOGY (OTHER THAN ENGINEERING, MINING,
ARCHITECTURE AND AGRICULTURE) AND IN COMMERCE]

S AT @ TARS 2roySis [ b Rxien Sicstivel w1 2R
3 Tglo (AF @RI A @ S939-Sb HNER TP RGE Feprel
fefmie Reew @ Fifaf fre Kol v 3@ e Feg s
FRECR AR @3 Praces Jeiewe W el o wieERe @
Ffeors wE, v fres w1 gols SedErsae Sewie i
AR FACS BE | IR FARR © 8 9 T91 WRGeE I fes
I (@1l 201 |

“...It is desirable that the University should provide advanced training
and facilities for research in industrial chemistry, including colour
chemistry and the preparation of dyes, drugs, and photographic
chemicals, aso in tanning and in fermentation, and in the sciences

‘bearing on the gas and coal-tar industries and on the oil industry.
The department of physics at the University College of Science might
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be developed with special reference to electro- technology, applied
thermo-dynamics, optics and the standardisation of instruments.

7. In considering what departments of applied science and
technology (other than in engineering, mining and agriculture) it
should endeavour to establish, the University of Calcutta should
have regard not only to the financial cost of their foundation and
maintenance but also to the desirability of there being a division
of labour between the different universities of India with regard to
technological training and research.”

[Source: As above]
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“The recognition of these new technological courses by the
University of Calcutta is a development of critical importance. We
regard it as highly, satisfactory that the Senate has approved in
principle such an enlargement of the scope of the university’s work.
But precipitancy in awarding degrees or licences in technological
subjects to students whose scientific and practical training might
be inadequate for the purpose in view would have the unhappy
result of disappointing expectations and of depreciating seriously the
future value of university qualifications in these branches of study.
It is highly important that the first products of the proposed new
departments should prove themselves qualified for responsible work.
We suggest therefore that the Government of India should express
its approval of the addition of these technological subjects to the
courses recognised by the University of Calcutta but should withhold
its assent to the draft regulations for degrees and licences until the
provision for the necessary teaching and laboratory accommodation
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is guaranteed. This would assure the University that the aims of its
new policy in regard to technological education have the approval
of the Government of India, and would justify it in approaching
private donors for help towards the achievement of its purpose.”

[Source: As above]
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| @A Rveme e siace oima Faam F915 T s
B W Sl e Trr @3 O @-

“26. But in the encouragement of advanced technological training
and research questions arise which affect the welfare of India as a
whole and not the interests of one province alone. It is desirable that
the scientific work of the technological departments in the various
universities should not be wholly disconnected. And in deciding
where the chief centre or centres of research and training for any
great industry should be established, the convenience and general
welfare of the whole of India should be borne in mind. Independent
action on the part of individual universities should be welcomed,
especially when private liberality enables an institution to develop
this side of its work in the interests of the district or province which
it immediately serves. The provincial Government should be free to
develop technical training for the assistance of any industry which
it regards as being of sufficient local importance and promise. But
insufficiently considered efforts in establishing new departments of
higher technological training and research would be wasteful of
energy and funds. There should be a wise division of labour among
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the universities, and a concentration of enterprise at the places which
are best fitted for the purpose. We hope that the Government of India
will administer funds out of which it can give special grants- in-aid
to advanced technological training and research. It will thus be in a
position to exert considerable influence in securing concerted action
among the universities.”

[Source: As above, In detailing of the item no. 26]
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“... the Government of India is bound in duty to prevent by every
means in their power the exertion of unsettling influences upon
student. They cannot ignore the mischief which has already been
wrought among the pupils of certain schools and colleges in Bengal.”

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-2401

Saed I Ferrel RefRwieEs i eFHR “Reform and Re-
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PG Y “And thus did the woes of the University begin.” (¢
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“Shortly after Hardinge had made his announcement at the University
Convocation, a notable event happened, which, at the time, had no
parallel in the history of university education in India. Taraknath
Palit, an eminent lawyer, executed, one after another, two Trust
Deeds in favour of the University, the effect of which was to vest
in the University, lands and money of the aggregate value of fifteen
lakhs of rupees in aid of the foundation of a University College of
Science and Technology.”
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“..For reasons of its own, the Government of India of the day,
which, at an early stage, given unmistakable indications of a desire to
help the University to a teaching and research organization, seemed,
to all appearances, to have lost interest in the further growth of
the institution. Repeated requests of the University for financial

assistance from public funds were turned down by the Government.”

[Source: The University and the Goernment: 1904-24, by Tripurari
Chakraborty, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-1881]
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Senate House, the 5th February, 1921

To
The SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL,
Education Department.

Sir
| am directed by the Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate to request you
to place before the Hon'ble Minister in Charge of Education; this

application for financial assistance for the development of teaching
work in accordance with the recommendations of the Calcutta,
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University Commission. Paragraph 54 of Chapter LI of the Report
of the Commission (Vol. V, pages 282-83) is in these terms:

“The post-graduate scheme described in Chapter XV is carried on
at a cost of more than 5 lakhs of rupees, of which Rs. 1,25,000 is
derived from lecture fees. The Government of India has contributed
towards the cost first by founding three chairs and two readerships
at an annual cost of Rs. 40,000; and, secondly, by a grant for
the post-graduate classes in general of Rs. 15,000. The balance,
more than half of the total, is taken from the general funds of the
University, which are, in fact, derived almost wholly from the profits
on examinations. Fees at the Matriculation, Intermediate and B.A.
Examinations have been increased in order to meet these charges.

The 158 full-time University Lecturers who provide the bulk of the
instruction are paid salaries, valuing in amount, which average Rs.
225 per mensem of £180 per annum. The funds do not permit these
salaries to be increased, nor is any superannuation scheme provided;
it is consequently, difficult to retain the services of some of the
abler teachers. It would demand an additional expenditure of about
Rs. 1 lakh 25 thousand to increase the average salary to Rs. 300;
which is not excessive for this grade of work, seeing that we have
suggested Rs.200 as the average for those of the College Teachers
who are not Heads of Departments.”

The recommendation of the Commission has received additional
strength from recent events. It has been brought to the notice of
the Vice-Chancellor that appointments in the Dacca University have
been offered to Members of the Calcutta University Staff on much
higher salaries than the Calcutta University has found it hitherto
possible to pay them. To take one illustration, a member of the
post- graduate staff in Philosophy, who is in receipt of a salary of
Rs. 300, has been offered an appointment in the Dacca University on
a minimum salary of Rs. 500 with periodical increments. The Vice-
Chancellor and Syndicate are not able to appreciate the justification
for placing public funds at the disposal of the Dacca University
authorities, with the inevitable result that they are enabled to take
away members of the Post-Graduate staff by offer of higher salaries.
If public funds are available for development of higher teaching in
Bengal, the Calcutta University is manifestly entitled to a fair share
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thereof. | am, accordingly, directed to request that a grant of one
and a quarter lakhs be made for salaries of the Post-Graduate staff
during the session 1921-22, as recommended by the Commission.

| am, further, directed to request that a capital grant of Rupees
Ten Lakhs may be made for extension of Technological studies, as
recommended by the Commission in Paragraph 7-5 of Chapter LI of
their Report. The Government of Bengal is, no doubt, aware of the
organisation which exists in the University College of Science and
Technology for teaching in Science, Pure and Applied. The College
of Science owes its existence in the main to the munificence of
the late Sir Taraknath Palit and he Hon’ble Sir Rashbebary Ghose.
The gift made by the former (money and land) is worth 15 lakhs
of rupees; the endowment created by the latter exceeds 20 lakhs
of rupees. The income of the two endowments has to be applied
principaly in the maintenance of eight Chairs and sixteen Research
students.

The balance of the income of these endowments which is left after
payment of the salaries of these Professors and of Scholarships to
the research students, is quite inadequate for the equipment of the
respective Laboratories. The University has, consequently, found it
necessary to devote a large portion of its current income from year to
year to the construction of the Laboratory, Buildings, and equipment
of the Laboratories. Some idea of the sums which have been spent
by the University will be gained from the following statement:

Cost of erection of Palit Laboratory Building at 92, Upper Circular
Road... Rs. 3,89,427

Equipment for the Laboratory (Physical, Chemical and Biological)...
Rs. 3,34,382

Total ... Rs. 7,23,809

Besides this, the University maintains two Chairs, one for Botany
and the other, for Zoology. The former is held by Dr. P. Bruhl, D.Sc.,
who is on the grade of Rs. 800-50-1000, and the latter, by Mr. S.
Maulik, M.A. (Cantab), who is on the grade of Rs. 600-50-800. To
carry on the work in each Department, the University has found it
necessary to employ a number of Assistant Professors, Lecturers
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and Demonstrators, whose aggregate salary amounts to Rs, 3,525
per month. Notwithstanding all these arrangements, the University
has found it impossible to undertake instruction in Technology and
Applied Science on anything approaching an adequate scale. This
is a matter for deep regret, especially in view of the fact that the
last gift of the Hon’ble Sir Rashbehary Ghose was made expressly
for development of technological teaching, and the Chair of Botany
first created by him was expressly intended for improvement of
agricultura instruction.

The authorities of the Science College have had ready for some time
past a carefully prepared programme of work for the development
of technological instruction, and its outline may be set forth here
for information of Government:

(A) Applied Chemistry....... Rs. 4,65,000
(B) Applied Physics Rs. 3,10,000
(C) Applied Botany

(including Agriculture)... Rs. 2,00,000
(D) Library of the Science College... Rs. 1,25,000

Total Rs. 11,00,000

In Chemistry (A), the most essential need is an adequate workshop:
this, it is estimated, will cost Rs. 2,25,000, namely, Rs. 75,000 for
building and Rs. 1,50,000 for appliances.

In the Department, of Applied Physics (B), it is intended to undertake
work in Applied Electricity, in the testing and standardisation of
instruments, in Applied Optics (including Illumination Engineering),
in Pyrometry and in Applied Thermo-Dynamics (including-a study
of the efficiency of different types of Heat Engines). An estimate of
Rs. 2,10,000 is manifestly a very modest demand for so important
a work.

In the Department of Botany (C), it is intended to undertake
instruction in Agriculture. The most urgent need is an Experimental
Farm, which need not be situated in the immediate neighbourhood
of Calcutta. A site in some place easily accessible by rail will
meet the needs of our students. The acquisition of land and the
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construction and equipment of a farm will cost at least a lakh of
Rupees. Another one lakh will enable the University Professors to
complete the arrangements which have already been begun in the
Palit House at 35, Balligunj Circular Road.

The remaining item (D) is the Library of the University College of
Science. For purposes of instruction on the most modern lines in such
subjects as Chemistry, Physics and Botany, it is absolutely essential
to acquire the chief journals and standard works of reference. A
sum of Rupees One Lakh and Twenty-five Thousand will enable
the University to procure not all, out many, of the most pressing
requisites.

It is obvious that a recurring grant would be needed for the purpose
of carrying out efficiently the work of technological and agricultural
instruction from year to year. The Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate do
not, however, press for a recurring grant during the ensuing session,
and they will be content to utilise the capital grant which may be
placed at their disposal with the assistance of their present staff.

The Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate, accordingly, request that
provision may be made for a capital grant of Rupees Ten lakhs for the
development of technological studies in connection with the University
College of Science, in addition to the grant of Rupees One Lakh and
Twenty-five Thousand for the salary of Post-Graduate Teachers.

[Source: Archive Acc. No. GSH48, Minutes of the Year 1921 Part-1, Feb.
11, 2021]
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99 “was due to thoughtless expansion of the University in the
past”. He said, “I repeat, I do not question the motives which
have actuated the Calcutta University, the present or the past. But,
I do assert, with all the emphasis I command, that the financial
management of the Calcutta University in the past was deplorable.
Perhaps from an academic body one should not always expect good
financial management... The authorities of the Calcutta University
were actuated by their laudable enthusiasm to develop post-graduate
studies. Bur surely they should have looked ahead, surely they should
have realized that the sound financial way of dealing with a matter
like this was not to act on mere hope of getting doles from the
Government of India. They should not have spent the provisions
which were accumulated during so many years in one single year,
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and thus brought the premier University of India to the verge of
bankruptcy. It was almost criminal thoughtlessness to have ignored
the financial aspect of the question in their enthusiasm for expansion.”

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-280]
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“...The Hon’ble Minister made some allegations against the University,
the most prominent of them being (i) that the financial management
of the University was deplorable and the present financial difficulties
of the University were mainly due to the thoughtless expansion of the
Post-Graduate Department in Arts, (ii) that the Science College was
not being treated properly and (iii) that, the University was making
unnecessary delay in furnishing the Minister with information
regarding the finances of the University.

Our Post-Graduate students in Arts number about 1500 whereas
those studying Science subjects number only about 200. Are we
then justified in ignoring the claims of so many students to higher
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education by indifferently responding to their call or refusing to
accommodate them?

I know Universities and educational institutions which are chronic
sufferers from financial stringency. But I have never heard them
being denounced on that score. No doubt the Calcutta University
is in financial difficulties. That means perhaps that our ideals
are a little larger than our means. But we must be judged very
carefully whether we had any reasons to allow our ideals to
grow to the present extent. | am prepared to show that the
Government is responsible to a large extent in this connection. It
must be admitted that much of the responsibility accrued to the
Government (1) through the present University Act introduced
in 1904 providing for starting a teaching department, (2) through
the appointment of a committee by the Government of India in
1912 for settling preliminaries for the future, Post-Graduate
department in Calcutta, (3) through the Government sanctioning
the regulations for the Post-Graduate department that were placed
before them after a careful consideration by the Senate-regulations
in which the possible financial resources including expected
government help. were clearly laid down, (Government would
have no reason whatever to say that they did not know anything
about the source of income of the Post-Graduate department), (4)
through the grants the Government was making, in different shapes
to the Post- Graduate department either for Professorships, or for
Laboratories and other purposes and (5) through the promises some
of which have been fulfilled and others not redeemed as yet but
none so far as | know abrogated. Many of these were deferred
till the completion of the labours of the University Commission.
We had every reason to believe that help would come from the
Government. There was no question of any speculation on our part
or of any expectation of charitable doles from the Government. It
was purely a contract between the Government, the University and
the students of Calcutta, each party having certain, responsibilities
and certain rights. So, far as the University is concerned, so far
as lay within her power, she has fulfilled her obligations. So
far as the Government is concerned it remains for them to fulfil
their obligations to us by liberal payments to the Post Graduate
department. The recent changes in the Government cannot help
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them to abrogate these obligations. I am glad to find the Minister
accepting, the responsibility of redeeming a former Government
pledge in connection with Dacca. I trust the same spirit will prevail
while dealing with Calcutta.

Sir, I know we have not been able to nurse the Science College
quite in the way in which we would like to nurse it. Want of funds
stood in the way. But we have done our level best. During the
last ten years we contributed nearly ten lakhs from the Fee fund
to the Science College, whereas the Government contributed only
one lac and twenty thousand rupees. Our contributions to the Arts
department have been twelve lacs and forty-eight thousand rupees
while the Government contribution has been two lacs and nineteen
thousand rupees. If we have been partial to the Arts department, the
Government have been proportionately more partial. And if we are
to blame for neglecting the Science department, the government has
been neglecting it much more than we have been. But that is not the
point. The point is this. There is a smaller number of studentsin the
Science department who paid us about 6,500 rupees a year and we
contributed one lakh of rupees every year on an average, whereas
in the Arts department the number is much larger who contributed
65,000 rupees a year and we contributed a little over one lac and
twenty thousand rupees a year. This is the position. The allegations
that we have been neglecting the Science department and unduly
favouring the Arts department and the thoughtless expansion of the
Arts department is the chief cause of our difficulties are groundless.
In fact, the present difficulties of the University are due to various
causes, the chief amongst them is the neglect of the Government to
come forward with adequate help which had always been reasonably
expected of them. There are other causes also. The number of our
students has been reduced. The allegations that the present difficulties
are mainly due to the expansion of the Arts department, cannot be
based on a solid basis of facts. It is based on a disappreciation of
the Post-Graduate department in Arts. That is all that I find. I need
not detain you any further. I think that the Report is comprehensive
enough to give you all that is necessary to form an unbiassed and
clear opinion. I move the adoption of the Report of the Committee
appointed on the 13th March.

[Source: Senate Meeting No. 15, July 29, 1922]
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“The additional grant was subjected to certain conditions to be
fulfilled by the University which must accept the recommendations
of the Accountant-General, Bengal. There were eight conditions.
One of the conditions was: “No further expansion involving financial
responsibility will be undertaken by the University until their
financial position shows an improvement.” A second condition was
that, “the accounts of separate funds should not be mixed up and
the actuals of receipts and expenditure under each fund should be
prepared and submitted to the Board of Accounts, to the Senate
and the Government of Bengal every month soon after its close.” A
third condition was that “all arrears of salaries and at least half the
amount of the examiners’ remunerations amounting to Rs. 1,75,000
up to the 30th June, 1922, should be forthwith paid.”

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-286]
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“There were as many as eight conditions in the Government
letter of 23 August, al of which disclosed a lamentable spirit of
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distrust. These conditions, in truth, indicated a desire on the part
of the Government to utilise the then financial embarrassment of
the University to obtain control over its affairs in a manner not
contemplated by the Act of Incorporation, 1857, and the Indian
Universities Act, 1904. One of the conditions sought to be imposed,
was that the actual receipts and expenditure under every fund should
be “submitted” to the Government of Bengal every month. Then,
the first condition which the University was required to fulfil was
“that no further expansion involving financial responsibility would
be undertaken by the University until their financial position showed
an improvement”. This was unmitigated distrust, and the appropriate
course for custodians of the public funds “would have been not to
make a grant at al, rather than make a grant clogged with conditions

of this description”.” [Page-198]

efeqm

RERmIeR @3 TR QI @ O #[0F @2 Z0S APOR SR
[ @O $,9¢,000 HIF IEF HIFIS GEOHITA TG w1

Rfimiey FE7F €2 IER §A FE@ OF G RINEE 90 s
v933-93 Bfda i wfom maaiw s 9 FRT e == 53
CIUHT S9R3-4F G5 Feim Ff AT 93 Frare (@2 @Rl
Qe @ el TR @3 = SR [eafes swiEia oot
JCE W FAR GR AOIF ReRmreTead FifEiea 280! I0e Wi IR
@2 Ffa ToneE W o™ wieTely G, oFH vu AY, oo
R, [ v R, bk vw @, @ e, @eEe a9
(@R, FIEE I 5 9R T (I |

‘e A’ ame iita Reol sox3-93 23 omE Gt
el (o T 2| B 2FH v AR @I T I @2 [eAls
o R e fofd @l qeq A fofd 992 & fecs Gife)
wEErez fof W s Mafke™ @ soxd-33 I Rmfmpierca o
7 2T 05,959 BIF @F Wy FRIEE o weds s e g
Lb S0 B, @6 (NG SIEF WG b ok A @ e @

ae



IS BIRRER @ @2 AN SmieE [ e 9o FA [
T fofF iffmim v e @ FTRIER @l T 17wl [Rvre
I TA0S 31 791 (I GTCICod e (el ofF agrel «fs @fszifre
wew | G0l 2t (M4IF T |

“l submit this report for adoption by the members of the Senate.

I do not think it is necessary to inflict a lengthy speech. More so
because | confess, | lack the capacity.

The report has been circulated, | hope, to the membersin time, and, |
trust, they had theampletimeto gothroughit, asmany momentousissues
are involved. In the first place, I draw the attention of my colleagues to
two points. Much capital has been made in the Government letter of the
report of the Accountant General on the finances of the University. Itis
asserted that the report reveals the fact that the financial administration
of the University has been anything but satisfactory. The report has
been dealt with at some length in the report of the Committee, page 50,
and I hope the perusal of it will convince any unbiassed person that the
Report of the Accountant-General if it points to anything, points to the
extreme inadequacy of the grants made to the University from public
funds. The contributions by the Government in the year 1921- 22, out
of a total expenditure of Rs.8,09,793-4-6 in the Departments. of Arts
and Science, were Rs. 68,135 -a little over 8 percent. I leave it to my
colleagues to consider whether the grant is at all adequate. It will be
in the memory of the members of the Senate that it fell to my lot to
resist the proposal to saddle our countrymen with additional expenses
by increasing the examination fees of the poor students. My point was
not in any way to paralyse the activities of the University but to force
the hands of the Government. (Reads an extract.) The Accountant-
General does not say that the University Funds have been misapplied
or misappropriated. I now come to the conditions of the Government
grant.

A perusal of the Government letter leads us to the conclusion that
the Government desires to utilise the present financial embarrassment
of the University to obtain control over its affairs in a manner not
contemplated in the Indian Universities Act of 1904. It reveals the
attitude adopted by the Imperial Government since the year 1912.
It seems to me, Sir, that there is an unseen hand working from
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behind with dark and sinister purposes since the year 1912 onwards.
While the Government of India had been putting off the claims of
financial assistance for the post-graduate scheme on the score of
want of funds, it could easily spare something like ten crores of
rupees or more for the construction of New Delhi. A well- informed
Calcutta daily went to the length of characterising this expenditure
as “wicked waste.” The Government of India also could make up
its mind to earmark 150 crores of rupees during the next five years
for the rehabilitation of the railway. One-hundredth of it, i.e., one
and a half crore could rehabilitate the University.

Let us come to the Government of Bengal, which I find is the legal
inheritor of the noble traditions of Simla. What am | to say of the
Bengal Legislative Council which would not give us even 22 lacs
of rupees? Is this the first fruit of the so-called Reforms Act, an
earnest of what was expected of an Indian member as Minister of
Education? In that case, I am afraid, we have to exclaim, “Lord,
deliver us from such a reform.” The Provincial Council says that
it is the custodian of public funds. The Council may grant five or
six lacs if it comes to providing comfortable quarters for married
Sergeants; the Councillors are quite willing to grant two or three
lacs for Hospital Nurses quarters. Are these things of far greater
importance to Bengal than higher education? I need not take up more
time by dilating on this point. There are other and more veteran
exponents. If I am zealous of scientific education, I never maintain
that it should be carried on at the expense of culture. | am as much
for the Humanities and Liberal Culture as for Scientific Education,
Culture and Science go hand in hand. When | come to my own
College of Science, | am apt to lose my balance of mind. | can
scarcely restrain myself. I find that the people of Bengal in some
shape or other contributed sixty lacs for the College of Science;
in endowments alone- | speak subject to correction-it amounts to
about forty-five lacs. Out of fees from my beloved-poor students
throughout Bengal we have got as much as ten lacs. Out of other
funds we have got something like five lacs. All this makes up sixty
lacs. But the Government has given a precious grant of one lac and
twenty thousand -twelve thousand a year. Is this to be expected of
a civilised Government, when we have to make up lost ground? I
hold in my hand the latest issue of a scientific journal in Chemistry.
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Look at the number of original papers. Look at the record of one
month’s work in Chemistry alone? It amounts to 588 original papers
by as many authors. A list of authors is given in alphabetical index.
It represents only one branch of science. There are similar activities
in Physics, Biology, Bacteriology, Botany, Physiology, and so forth.
I need not amplify the names. There are several thousands of papers
published in Europe, America, and Japan every month. What is the
contribution made by Indians? Barely one or two. We are practically
nowhere, if we take our students’ contributions in the scientific world.
Such being the case, one might have expected of the Government
of India, or of its successor, the Government of Bengal, to come,
forward with a liberal grant to uphold us in this struggle we are
making in advancing the cause of Science? Only this morning one
of my colleagues, the Professor of Physical Chemistry, an ardent
student of science spoke to me with reference to the inadequacy
of equipment in the College of Science. Just two years ago, about
this time, while I was in London it was my privilege to attend
a Conference of Chemists, at which papers on Colloid Chemistry
and on other subjects were read, and amongst these papers there
was one contributed by this young friend of mine. The “Nature”
remarked that of all the papers read in the Conference, the most
important was the one by my young friend who need not be named.
We were fortunate in securing his services on a pay, which is—the
initial pay of the Indian Educational Service. He was complaining
to me this very morning that he could not send an order for a small
table so that, he might put up apparatus for making experiments.
I, as responsible head of the Department, was taken to task by the
Education Minister, because | had ordered a few thousands worth
of articles in anticipation. We have to anticipate orders for scientific
apparatus at the Presidency College. If we have to order anything,
as is contemplated in the new scheme, we shall have to wait in
the antechamber, not only of the Minister but his advisors. I think
we had better show a bold front. The conditions which have been
imposed are so humiliating, so gallingly derogatory to our self-
respect, that we had better close down the concern, lock up the gates
of the University and go about the country for support. It appears
that the Government has actually abdicated its function. Strange
doctrines of Political Philosophy are being enunciated. We are told
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that the primary function of the Government of India, as well as of
the Government of Bengal is the maintenance of “law and order.”
Hence, they were very careful to see that only military expenditure
and that of the Police of the Provincial Government were provided
for. Other departments might well be left to take care of themselves,
to starve, to shiver in the cold, shade of neglect. We cannot put up,
with this state of things. Let the Government abdicate its function if
it likes. I must play the role of the professional beggar. I have gone
about the country with the beggar’s bowl. Last year I got in this
way three lacs for Khulna famine. This year I have got more than
five lacs. I think, the patriotism of Bengal will prove equal to the
occasion if the Government adopts this strange attitude. Government
was unstinted in its liberality when it came to decorate the ball room
at the Belvedere. A grave crisis is looming large in the horizon of
our national intellectual progress. We are threatened with a national
disaster. So, it behoves us to take concerted action and try our best
to avert the calamity. We should gird up our loins and see that the
noble heritage which has been granted to usis not bartered for a mess
of pottage. I feel very very strongly on this occasion. In the evening
of my life, | thought | might hand down to our successors the lamp
which we have been able to light so very dimly, so that it might
burn very brilliantly. That feeble light is about to be extinguished.
That is the reason why on this occasion I have not been able to keep
my vow of silence. Seldom or never have I taken any active part
in the debates of the Senate. | was content simply with recording
a silent vote. On a memorable occasion, more than a century ago,
Raja Rammohan Ray, the maker of modern Bengal, nay of modern
India, addressed a letter, to the then Governor-General of India,
Lord Amherst, saying that silence on his part would be construed
as a great dereliction of duty. On that occasion the illustrious Raja
pleaded the cause of Western Education, in the interest, of not only
literature, and philosophy, but also in the interest of my own favourite
subject Chemistry. The appeal which he made in the interest of High
education yet appeals to the heart of the later generations. We shall
not go down on our knees. Let us go to the people of the country,
headed by the Hon'ble the Vice- Chancellor and a deputation of
the Senate, and make a house-to- house visit or rather a visitation.
Come what it may | am sure the cause of education will not suffer.
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I need not speak further. I have said what I had to say and I could
not keep myself under anything like restraint.

About this barter of our birth-right, should beg to read a very notable
extract from the speech of Mr. Fisher, late Minister of Education
in England. We have concluded our report with it, we cannot do
better than to lay special stress upon it. It is an inducement to
refuse to accept any Government grant on humiliating terms. The
Minister of Education distinctly says that no one appreciates more
fully than himself the vital importance of preserving the liberty and
autonomy of the University as laid down in the statute. I make
a final appeal to the Education Minister to read and digest every
word of the report and think twice before he pursues the course
which he has contemplated. With these words, | submit the report
for adoption.”

[Source: Senate Meeting No. 21, December 2, 1922]
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“The report of the Committee should be an eye-opener to many. It is
an effective reply to those who say that the University has wantonly
and in unnecessarily bitter conflict with the Government made
arrangements for Post-Graduate teaching and research. What are the
main facts? The Act of 1904 definitely requires that the Calcutta
University should be a teaching University. In accordance with its
provisions, arrangements for Post-Graduate instruction were made as
soon as that Act came into force. The Government, of India at first
viewed with sympathy the efforts of the University in this direction.
For some reason or other that sympathy gradually changed into
indifference and indifference into hostility. A strong and influential
Committee was appointed to inquire into the teaching activities of
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the University. That Committee presented a unanimous report. The
Government of India intimated that they would be prepared to give
their sanction to the recommendations of the Committee if the Senate
accepted them.

The Senate approved of the scheme and the organisation for Post-
Graduate teaching came into being. How then Can it be said that
the Vice-Chancellor alone is responsible for the development that
has taken place? It is not necessary to be exceptionally talented to
understand that in this imperfect world nothing can be done without
money. While money was not wanting for the unnecessary creation of
new Universities-nothing was available for the premier University of
India. Not only the Government of India did not help the University,
but it refused to allow it to help itself. The Government rejected
the proposal for increasing the examination fees. At this juncture
an important change of scene took place. The Government of India
made their exit. The Government of Bengal entered, looking very
agreeable and smiling most pleasantly. So bland was the smile that
even a sedate man like Sir Nilratan Sircar was captivated. The
outlook seemed to be bright and hopeful. This, was in February,
1921. But in February, 1922, the smile most unaccountably was
changed into a frown, and a few days later in March, came the
famous outburst. March is, no doubt, a season of thunderstorms, but
so sudden a thunder clap on the very first day of the month was
scarcely expected. “ Thoughtless expansion” “amost a criminal act,”
exclaimed the Minister of Education! But in spite of this indictment,
the Vice-Chancellor is not in the prisoner’s dock. On the contrary
he happens to be in excellent company, in the company of no less
a man than the renowned philosopher, Edward Caird. The result
of his efforts to reform the University of Glasgow, is thus stated
by his biographers-"There ensued a rapid and large development
of teaching power in the University. A great many lecturers and
assistants were appointed, more subjects were taught, and the ways
in which subjects could be chosen and grouped for degrees are now
not easily numbered. Moreover, the influence exerted by the large
younger staff of lecturers and assistants upon both the Professors
and the undergraduates is, to put it modestly, informing for the latter
and stimulating for both.” By what strange mischance is it that what
is praiseworthy in Glasgow- becomes criminal in Calcutta? P-671
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If, after the vituperation of March and July last, the money voted by
the Council had safely arrived, it would have been some consolation.
But it is not within sight, and we poor teachers of the University are
still starving. There is a Bengalee saying “Dog, wait in expectation
until the month of Pous, rice will be given to you then.” The month
of Pous is coming. | wonder whether the Minister of Education is
going to give us rice, then.

Why the letter of the 23rd August was written is a mystery. The
best course for the Government would have been, as Principal Bose
suggested at the time, to send the report of the Accountant-General to
the University with the request that necessary action might be taken.
If the object of the Government really was to improve the financial
position of the University, they committed a sad blunder in writing a
letter like that. If, on the other hand, their object was to humiliate the
University, they have admirably succeeded in achieving that purpose.
I have heard people asking why the University could not accept the
conditions of the Government, some of which at any rate were not
unreasonable. The answer is that they could not be accepted because
they are presented as an ultimatum. No self-respecting body that
values its freedom can tamely submit to dictation. Sir, they in the
Ministry of Education would do well to study Psychology a little.
They will then understand that it is not easy for a self-respecting
man or a self-respecting body of men to accede to demands made
at the point of the bayonet.

[Source: Senate Meeting No. 21, December 2, 1922]
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“No one appreciates more fully than myself the vital importance of
preserving the liberty and autonomy of the Universities. The state
is, in my opinion, not competent to direct the work of education and
disinterested research which is carried on by Universities, and the
responsibility for its conduct must rest solely with their Governing
Bodies and Teachers. This is a principle which has always been
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observed in the distribution of the funds which Parliament has voted
for subsidising university work; and so long I have any hand in
shaping the national system of education, I intend to observe the
principle.”

Source: The University and the Goernment: 1904-24, by Tripurari
Chakraborty, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-199]

@2 SENHAR (KT W GO [Ty Te) FEREW A=A | OF
@il fof AefRee@— “This is the greatest crisis in the history of
this university, which I have witnessed during a period of 34 years.”
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“Take it from me that as long as there is one drop of blood in
me, I will not participate in the humiliation of the University. This
University will not be manufactory of slaves. We want to think truly.
We want to teach freedom. We shall inspire the rising generation
with thoughts and ideas that are high and ennobling. We shall not
be a part of the Secretariate of the Government. What is the offer?
Two and a half lacs! And you solemnly propose that we should
barter away our independence for it. What will Bengal say? What
will India say? What will the Post-graduate teachers say? They will
resign tomorrow. They will go into banishment rather than take
money under those humiliating conditions. What will posterity say?
Will not future generations cry shame, that the Senate of the Calcutta
University bartered away their freedom for two and a half lacs of
rupees? We will not take the money. We shall go from door to door
all through Bengal. We shall rouse the public conscience of Bengal.
Our cause is just and we shall not submit to humiliating conditions.
Our Post graduate teachers would starve themselves, rather than
give up their freedom. I call upon you, as members of the Senate to
stand up for the rights of your University. Forget the Government of
Bengal. Forget the Government of India. Do your duty as Senators
of this University, as true sons of your Alma Mater.

Freedom first, freedom second, freedom always nothing else will
satisfy me.”

[Source: The University and the Goernment: 1904-24, by Tripurari
Chakraborty, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta p-200]
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“l am not surprised that neither you nor your Minister can tolerate
me. You assert that you want us to be men. You have one before you,
who can speak and act fearlessly according to his convictions, and
you are not able to stand the sight of him. It may not be impossible
for you to secure the services of a subservient Vice-Chancellor,
prepared always to carry out the mandates of your Government
and to act as a spy on the Senate. He may enjoy the confidence of
your Government but he will not certainly enjoy the confidence of
the Senate and the public of Bengal. We shall watch with interest
the performances of a Vice-Chancellor of this type, creating a new
tradition for the office.

| send you without hesitation the only answer which an honourable
man can send, an answer which you and your advisers expect and
desire: I decline the insulting offer made to me.

Yours sincerely,

Asutosh Mookerjee”

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta, p-300]
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“The University must be free from external control over the range
of subjects of study and methods of teaching and research. We
have to keep it equally free from trammels in other directions-
political fetters from the State, ecclesiastical fetters from religious
corporations, civic fetters from the community and pedantic fetters

from what may be called the corporate repressive action of the
University itself.”

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta, p-294]
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odds for winning freedom for our education”.
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“To my mind the University is a great store-house of learning, a
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great bureau of standards, a great workshop of knowledge, a great
laboratory for the training as well of men of thought as of men of
action. The University is thus the instrument of the State for the
conservation of knowledge, for the discovery of knowledge, for the
distribution of knowledge, for the applications of knowledge, and
above all, for the creation of knowledge-makers.”
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“These Silver Jubilee Volumes will, consequently, constitute a
unique collection of the contributions to learning of members
of the University which, far more than any other individual, Sir
Asutosh Mookerjee has been responsible for converting from a mere
examining board into an active centre of teaching and research. No
more suitable form could have been found for a gift designed to
commemorate his great and peculiar services to the cause of education
and learning in this country. It is gratifying to find that, with the
passage of years, his energy and enthusiasm remain unabated.” The
Chancellor continued, “... the greatest landmark in the history of
the University in recent years is undoubtedly the creation of the
Councils of Post-graduate Studies... I gave the scheme my whole-
hearted support, because it seemed to me that it was calculated to
establish in Calcutta, under the auspices of the University, a real
centre of learning and research, and to do much by resuscitating
interest in the ancient culture of the country to stimulate thought
on lines congenial to the particular genius of the Indo-Aryan race.
I had in mind famous Indian Universities of a past age, such, for
example, as Nalanda.”
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Government House, Calcutta
24th March, 1923

Dear Sir Asutosh,

With reference to the Vice-Chancellorship about which | spoke to
you on Wednesday last I am well aware that this office has entailed
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upon you a heavy burden of work, and that though a post of honour
and responsibility, it is not coveted by you for any reason except a
wish to serve the University which you love, and to the welfare of
which you have devoted your life. As you know, the appointment
has to be made not by the Chancellor but by the Local Government,
that is to say, by the Governor and the Minister jointly, and we both
wish to know to what extent we can count on your co-operation. |
am anxious to retain your services in this post because I feel that
your powers and your attainments are of great value to the University
and to the cause of higher education in Bengal. But if those powers
and attainments are used in opposition to the Government in the
belief that you are thus serving the interests of the University, your
continued occupation of the post would be impossible.

You have seen our Bill, you have heard from me on more than one
occasion that in framing it we are anxiousto retain the largest measure
of academic independence which can be secured for a University
which is bound to Government in its origin and in its constitution
and which is at present in need of financial assistance. I have asked
for your suggestions, and I should welcome your criticism, provided
it is offered as a fellow worker and not addressed to outside bodies.
The continuance of the course you have followed during the last few
months would entirely preclude my favouring your re-appointment.
Hitherto you have given me no help; you have on the contrary used
every expedient to oppose us. Your criticisms have been destructive
rather than constructive; you have misrepresented our objects and
motive, and instead of coming to me as your friend and Chancellor
with helpful suggestions for the improvement of our Bill, you have
inspired articles in the Press to discredit the Government. You have
appealed to Sir Michael Sadler, to the Government of India, and
the Government of Assam to oppose our Bill. All this has been the
action not of a fellow worker anxious to improve the conditions
of co-operation between the Government and the University, but
of an opponent of the maintenance of any connection between the
two. I should not complain of this if you avowed yourself an open
antagonist and said to me frankly, “in the interests of the University
| am obliged to oppose your policy and cannot co-operate with you.”
But in that case, you could not expect the Government to retain you
as a colleague and ask you to continue as Vice-Chancellor.
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I invite you at this time when the Vice-Chancellor’s office must be
filled anew, a time which is also one of momentous consequence
to the University, to assure me that you will exchange an attitude
of opposition for one of whole-hearted assistance, for in our co-
operation lies the only chance of securing public funds for the
University without impairing its academic freedom. If you will do
this, if you will work with us as a colleague and trust to your
power of persuasion to get what you consider the defects in our
Bill amended, if you can give an assurance that you will not work
against the Government or seek the aid of other agencies to defeat
our Bill, then I am prepared to seek the concurrence of my Minister
to your reappointment as Vice-Chancellor and I am confident that
we can produce a Bill which will both secure the approval of the
Legislative Council and be of lasting benefit to the University. If
you cannot conscientiously do this, you must make yourself free to
oppose me by ceasing to be Vice-Chancellor.

| shall be glad to hear from you before Tuesday and | await your
answer with the hope that whatever your decision may be, it will
make the future easier for both of us.

Believe me,

yours sincerely,

G -
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SENATE HOUSE, Calcutta,
26th March, 1923

Dear Lord Lytton,

| am in receipt of your letter, dated the 24th March, which reached
me on Saturday evening, after I had returned home from the
Convocation. I shall in my reply speak without reserve and hesitation
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as you have made most unjust and unmerited imputations on my
conduct.

Before I record my views on your offer to re-appoint me as Vice-
Chancellor and the conditions that accompany it, | shall deal with your
remarks on my attitude towards the proposed scheme of legislation.
| cannot reproduce here the contents of the correspondence which
has passed between you and me on this subject, but it seems clear
that you could not have refreshed your memory by its perusal before
you criticised my conduct. You could not possibly have forgotten
that in the letter which I wrote to you on the 4th November, 1922,
after I had received a copy of the University Bill from Mr. Mitter,
I expressed in unmistakable terms my disapproval of its contents
and the principles underlying it. That Bill came upon me as an
absolute surprise. Mr. Mitter, you might remember, asked for my
personal opinion. In your letter, dated the 8th November, 1922,
you distinctly wrote to me that Mr. Mitter had told you that the
Senate of the University had been consulted officially but that
my personal opinion, had not been invited. This, as I intimated to
you later, was the exact opposite of truth. This was followed by
protracted correspondence and interviews with you, in the course of
which I explained to you my views upon the draft Bill. At length
on the 11th January, 1923, you gave me permission to consult the
members of the Senate on the provisions of the Bill. At about the
same time I received from you a copy of the Secondary Education
Bill; all information regarding its contents, though repeatedly asked
for, had been kept back by the Government from the University.
The Senate, thus placed in possession of the two Bills, appointed
a Committee to report on their provisions. Before the views of the
University could be formulated and communicated to you, you
adopted, in spite of my earnest protests and the remonstrance of the
Senate, an absolutely indefensible course. You forwarded the Bill or
Bills to the Government of India with a view to obtain its sanction
to introduce them into the Legislative Council. If you refer to the
correspondence, you will find that I and my colleagues on the Senate
made a desperate effort to convince you that as the Bills were open
to grave objections, they should not be adopted as Government
measures before full and searching enquiry. Our appeals and
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protests were totally disregarded. You now make a grievance that
I have used every expedient to oppose your Government to arrest
the progress of the measures. You complain that I have appealed
to the Government of India and the Government of Assam. You
will be surprised to hear that what I have done has been perfectly
constitutional. In your letter, dated the 11th January, 1923, you
stated explicitly that | would be free to take what steps | please to
discuss the Bill with the members of the Senate. In my reply, dated
the 14th January, 1923. I stated that in view of the importance of
the questions raised, I had decided to give an opportunity to every
member of the Senate to discuss the provisions of the Bills. The
Senate, it may not be known to you, includes His Excellency the
Governor of Assam, the Member of the Council of the Governor-
General in charge of the Department of Education, the Minister
for Education in Assam, and the Director of Public Instruction in
Assam. The papers were forwarded as confidential documents to
each of these gentlemen. If | had withheld the papers. from them,
they would have been entitled to make legitimate grievance against
me. If the result has been that they have formed an unfavourable
opinion of the measure devised by your Government, and have taken
such steps as they consider necessary and proper, you may regret
it, but surely that is not a ground for complaint against me. You
also make a grievance that I have appealed to Sir Michael Sadler.
Your Government, notwithstanding my advice and the advice of the
Senate, has unceremoniously rejected the recommendations made
by the Commission over whose deliberations Sir Michael Sadler
presided. If | had intimated this fact to Sir Michael Sadler, a fact
which has been a matter of public knowledge for many weeks past.
I did it in the best interests of the University and of the country.
Again, you do not hesitate to assert that I have inspired articles
in the Press to discredit your Government. This is a libel and I
challenge you to produce evidence in support of this unfounded

allegation.

You complain that my criticisms have been destructive rather
than constructive. Yes, the criticisms have been destructive
of the provisions of the Bills which appeared to me and to my
colleagues on the Senate to be most objectionable, framed, as we
did not hesitate to record, from a political and not an educational
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standpoint. You seem to regret that our criticisms have not been
constructive, but you have never cared to invite the University to
frame a constructive scheme for the benefit of your Government.
I have on more than one occasion, as you will no doubt recollect,
offered to draw up a Bill with the assistance of my colleagues on
the Senate and representatives of your Government, but I have
received no response.

You complain that I have hitherto given you no help. I maintain
that I have constantly offered you my help and advice which, for
reasons best known to you alone, you have not accepted. I have
written to you letter after letter, even in the midst of terrible
sorrows, commenting in detail on the provisions of the Bills. You
have never cared to reply to the criticisms thus expressed. On the
other hand, athough | found from your letter, dated 11th January,
1923, that you were convinced that the proposed amendments were,
as predicted by me, impossible of accomplishment in an amending
Bill, T discovered much to my surprise a few days later that you
were determined to push on the amending Bill and send it up to the
Government of India for sanction.

Again, the report of the Committee on the two Bills (which we
took great pains to prepare) minutely criticised their clauses
and challenged the ideal that lay beneath them. You have never
recorded your opinion on our views. You have not even given me
the opportunity to discuss the report with you. On the other hand, I
cannot overlook that your letter to me, dated 15th February, 1923,
made it quite clear that you did not realise the gravity of the issues
and you did not hesitate to express your impatience at the space
that our criticisms occupied.

I notice that you charge me with having misrepresented your objects
and motives. I most emphatically repudiate this unfounded charge.
On the other hand, it would be interesting to know whether when
you stated to the Legislative Council that your ‘anxiety to consult
the authorities of the University and to obtain their support as far
as possible, was responsible for the delay,” you were aready aware
of the attitude taken up by the Government of India.

If you have the courage to publish to the world all the documents on
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the subject and the entire correspondence which has passed between
us, | shall cheerfully accept the judgment of an impartial public.

I shall finally consider your offer to re-appoint me as Vice-
Chancellor subject to a variety of conditions. There are expressions
in your letter which imply that 1 am an applicant for the post and |
am in expectation of re-appointment. Let me assure you that if you
and your Minister are under such an impression, you are entirely
mistaken. You ask me to give you a pledge that I shall exchange
an attitude of opposition for one of whole-hearted assistance. You
are apparently not acquainted with the traditions of the high office
which I have held for ten years. I was first called upon to accept the
office of Vice-Chancellor by that God-fearing soldier, the late Earl
of Minto. He did not bind me with chains but on the other hand,
expressly enjoined me to work in concurrence with the Senate in
such manner as might appear to my judgment to be in the truest
interests of the University. We had in fact many open conflicts
with the views of the Government in those days; you will however
be interested to know that at the Convocation on the 12th March,
1910, Lord Minto referred to me in the following words: ‘Now
that my high office is drawing to a close I rejoice to feel that the
administration of this great University will continue to benefit
from your distinguished ability and your fearless courage’. During
the time that Lord Hardinge was Chancellor of the University,
we had many an acute difference with the Government and as
Vice-Chancellor 1 never hesitated to express my disapproval of
Government measures when they appeared to me to be injurious
to the interests of the University. Lord Hardinge had the generosity
repeatedly to congratulate me on the bold stand we had from time
to time made against the views maintained by his Government.
When two years ago at the insistent request of Lord Chelmsford
and Lord Ronaldshay I accepted their invitation to hold the post of
Vice-Chancellor, | stated distinctly that | would spare no efforts to
devote myself to the service of the University and to promote to
the best of my judgment and ability the truest interests of my Alma
Mater which have been always dearest to me. From the conversation
that I had with Lord Ronaldshay at that time, I discovered that
no one appreciated more keenly than he the need and value of a
thoroughly independent Vice-Chancellor.
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Let me assure you that this high tradition was not created by me. It
was my privilege to work as a member of the Syndicate with eight
successive Vice-Chancellors during a period of seventeen years,
before | was called upon to accept that post, and most, if not all of
them, were eminent men imbued with the traditions of the office
from the time of their predecessors. Many of the occupants, ever
since the days of our first Vice-Chancellor, Sir James Colvile, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, have been men who had taken oath
to administer justice in the name of their sovereign. To them it
would have been a matter of astonishment to be told that as Vice-
Chancellors, they were accepted to adapt themselves to the views of
the Government, simply because it was the Government which had
the appointment in its gift. I have, I maintain, scrupulously adhered
to the cherished traditions of my office and it has never entered into
my mind during the last two years that | was seriously expected to
adapt myself to the wishes of your Government.

Surely, my attitude toWwards the policy adopted by your Government
in the matter of University Legislation has been quite familiar to you
for some months past, and you have never before this ventured to
convey a suggestion to me that my action as Vice-Chancellor has
been unworthy of my office. I quite realise that I have not in the
remotest degree tried to please you or your Minister. But I claim
that I have acted throughout in the best interests of the University,
notwithstanding formidable difficulties and obstacles, and that I
have uniformly tried to save your Government from the pursuit of
a radically wrong course, though my advice has not been heeded.

| am not surprised that neither you nor your Minister can tolerate
me. You assert that you want us to be your men. You have one
before you, who can speak and act fearlessly according to his
convictions, and you are not able to stand the sight of him. It may
not be impossible for you to secure the services of a subservient
Vice- Chancellor, prepared always to carry out the mandates of
your Government, and to act as a spy on the Senate. He may enjoy
the confidence of your Government but he will not certainly enjoy
the confidence of the Senate and the public of Bengal. We shall
watch with interest the performances of a Vice Chancellor of this
type, creating a new tradition for the office.
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| send you without hesitation the only answer which an honourable
man can send, an answer which you and your advisers expect and
desire: I decline the insulting offer you have made to me.

Yours sincerely,

Asutosh Mookerjee

[Source: Reform and Reorganization: 1904-24, by Prof Pramathanath
Banerjee, Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta, p-294-300]
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